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Kathmandu, Nepal

Nepal’s 2016 International Symposium on Heritage
and Tourism: Exploring Issues and Opportunities
for Post-Disaster Rehabilitation is the first event
that brings together key concerns of heritage and
tourism in Nepal.
The symposium is a unique opportunity to connect
with over 100 leading professionals from both the
heritage and tourism sectors who work in academia,
government and the private sector around the globe.

PROGRAMME
International Symposium
14 April 2016
Official Opening and
Welcome Dinner
15 – 17 April 2016

Symposium Sessions

Post-Symposium Event
17 - 19 April 2016

Lumbini Visit

ABOUT THE SYMPOSIUM
The International Symposium on Heritage and Tourism aims to bring leading academics, researchers and
research scholars, policy makers, practitioners and key stakeholders such as communities at both cultural and
natural heritage sites, to exchange and share their experiences and research outcomes about heritage and
tourism in the post-disaster context. It also aims to provide an interdisciplinary forum to present and discuss
the most recent concerns, and to develop global partnerships and regional networks.
The focus of the symposium is to identify key challenges faced by both sectors at cultural and natural heritage
sites, and help develop mechanisms for collaboration and joint decision making. In addition, the role of
communities in conserving these sites and on how they can access benefits from tourism will be explored. The
symposium has been designed to generate recommendations on a number of themes that will be of benefit in
the rehabilitation process for both the heritage and tourism sectors.
The symposium will be organized by ICOMOS Nepal.

PROGRAM SCHEDULE
Time/Day

13 April
2016

15 April 2016

16 April 2016

17 April 2016

Day 1

Day 2

Day 3

Day 4

PRESENTATIONS
Theme A: Response in
the Immediate Aftermath

PRESENTATIONS
Theme C: Interaction
between Communities
and Natural Sites

PRESENTATIONS
Theme E: Managing
Visitors at Cultural and
Natural Heritage Sites

Morning Tea

Morning Tea

Morning Tea

PRESENTATIONS
Theme B: Post-disaster
Rehabilitation Process

PRESENTATIONS
Theme D: Rehabilitation
of Communities at
Cultural Heritage Sites

FACILITATED
DISCUSSIONS

9.00 - 10.30

10.30 - 11.00

11.00 - 12.30

13.30 - 15.00

15.00 - 15.30

Interested
participants
may
A. Visit
Bhaktapur
for Bisket
Jatra
and/or

SYMPOSIUM

12.30 - 13.30

International
arrivals in
Kathmandu
International
arrivals in
Kathmandu
Interested
participants
may visit
Bhaktapur for
Bisket Jatra

B. Engage in
Nepali New
Year
Celebrations
(TBC)

15.30 - 17.00

17.00 onwards

Registration,
Inauguration
and Dinner

OUTCOMES
Theme E
Lunch (12.30 – 13.30)

Lunch (12.30 – 13.30)

FACILITATED
DISCUSSIONS

FACILITATED
DISCUSSIONS

Afternoon Tea

Afternoon Tea

OUTCOMES
Themes A and B

OUTCOMES
Themes C and D

Hanuman Dhoka Visit

Swoyambhu Visit

Lunch
(13.00 – 14.00)

Option A
Afternoon event in
Kathmandu (TBC)

OPTIONAL:
18 April 2016

POST – SYMPOSIUM EVENT

14 April 2016

Option A
World
Heritage Day
Celebrations in
Bhaktapur
Option B
Lumbini Site
Visit +
Discussions

Option B
Head to Lumbini (Bus
leaves at 15.00)

Please Note: Details about the pre– and post-symposium events will be available on the symposium website shortly. Seats are limited and will be
allocated on a first come, first served basis. For more information, please email us at heritagetourism2016@gmail.com.

SYMPOSIUM THEMES

Theme B
Post-Disaster Rehabilitation Processes

Theme A
Response in the Immediate Aftermath

Fundamental to heritage conservation is the notion
of ‘authenticity’. Authenticity is known to have
different connotations across cultures. In postdisaster contexts, lack of adequate documentation,
time and resources, and growing pressure from the
community can cause rebuilding of structures whose
authenticity may be questioned. Why is it important
to rebuild these monuments-- for the community to
continue their rituals or for the appreciation by the
visitors? Where does the value lie?

Managing the heritage and tourism response in the
immediate aftermath of a disaster can be a challenge
when resources are scarce, and rescue, first aid, and
humanitarian activities take precedence. In the
heritage sector, the cultural emergency response, in
particular
the
salvage,
stabilization
and
documentation process can pose various questions
such as when should these processes commence,
who gets involved in this process, for whom and
what purpose, and in what format.
Similarly, the tourism sector is faced with questions
of how visitors and tourists will be managed at
heritage sites post-disaster. How does the tourism
sector balance loss of income, in the form of
entrance fees, with safety concerns and the need for
heritage professionals to undertake salvage,
stabilization and documentation to prevent theft of
cultural property? Particularly important in this
process is the exploration of disaster preparedness
plans in place for heritage sites and to assess
whether they were implemented post-disaster during
the 25 April 2015 earthquake. This theme shall
encourage critical discussions on the theories and
practice of heritage and tourism emergency
response in post-disaster situations.

Past earthquakes in Nepal have shown that
reconstruction of some heritage structures have
taken place in haste and with little regard for the
‘built’ aspects of what existed in the past.
Professionals and institutions engaged in the
recovery and rebuilding process may struggle to
ensure authenticity amidst time constraints and a
lack of coordination among stakeholders and donors
who commence conservation and restoration
immediately with the intention to safeguard what is
remaining. Equally important in the rebuilding
process is heritage interpretation to ensure truthful
communication of information to visitors and
tourists. This theme explores the principles of
conservation, including the complex issues of
authenticity and integrity during the post-disaster
rebuilding process, and the important role of
heritage interpretation in ensuring authenticity in
communication of information.

Theme C
Interaction between Communities and
Natural Sites

Theme D
Rehabilitation of Communities at
Cultural Heritage Sites

This theme focuses on the link between
communities and natural sites. Nepal is rich in its
natural resources, and communities can be found
within or in close proximity to these resources, e.g.
in buffer zones. Buffer zones are set up to ensure the
ecological integrity of protected areas, and to enable
local communities to sustain their livelihoods
through active management of natural resources.
Significant challenges can arise, however in
managing this interaction between communities and
sites.

The Kathmandu Valley World Heritage Site is
inscribed on the World Heritage List not for only its
monuments but also for the cultural traditions of
local communities, manifested in the urban
settlements, buildings and structures and its
outstanding craftsmanship in brick, stone, timber
and bronze. The integrity of the Kathmandu Valley
World Heritage Site hinges on the rich urban fabric
that provides a setting for the monuments. With a
majority of assistance for heritage conservation
likely to go to the rebuilding of monuments, there is
a need to discuss how the communities at these
cultural heritage sites will rebuild post-disaster.

Some examples of such sites in Nepal include the
Chitwan National Park and Langtang National Park.
Both parks face varied issues. At Chitwan National
Park, discussions are required for instance on how
resources from the forest such as fodder and fuel
wood can be sustainability harvested by the
community and the role of the community in
protecting the site. On the other hand, the recent
earthquake has wiped out entire villages at
Langtang, and questions arise as to how
rehabilitation of these villages will take place.
How can communities access direct benefits of
tourism? What role should communities play in
protecting these natural resources? What role does
tourism play in including the narrative of these
communities in the presentation of these sites? This
theme, therefore explores the link between
communities and natural sites that receive
significant tourists, and welcomes papers that
explore these issues in both pre- and post-disaster
contexts.

Of pertinence to both heritage and tourism sectors
are challenges that are likely to arise during the
rebuilding of communities including the inherent
dichotomy in balancing the requirements prescribed
by heritage legislation for the rebuilding of homes,
gentrification caused by tourism, lack of basic
infrastructure and safety, and the increasing
commercialization/commodification of these areas
due to tourism. Like in other parts of the world,
tourism has been a driver for increased economic
activity. Questions also arise as to what impact
tourism has on such communities located at culture
heritage sites and in a post-disaster scenario, how
tourism can contribute to the rebuilding of these
communities. This theme, therefore, welcomes
discussions and successful models that inspire
meaningful engagement of both tourism and
heritage sectors in community rehabilitation.

Theme E
Managing Visitors at Cultural and
Natural Heritage Sites
Visitor management is a key aspect for
consideration during the process of rehabilitation.
There are issues of visitor safety as well as the
security of irreplaceable heritage artifacts. The
heritage and tourism sectors are also responsible for
ensuring visitors and tourists experience the ‘reality’
of the impact of the disaster at heritage sites. How
can this reality be best expressed? For cultural
heritage sites, should the viewing of displaced
artifacts, for instance, be a part of the visitor and
tourist experience? How can visitor management be
integrated
into
the
post-disaster
heritage
rehabilitation process so that there is sensitive
engagement with cultural and natural heritage sites
and their communities, and compliance with site
carrying capacities? How can heritage interpretation
contribute to the visitor management process? This
theme explores how both heritage and tourism
sectors can negotiate the needs of safeguarding
heritage monuments and sites, and plan for heritage
conservation and restoration whilst also exploring
the nuances of heritage tourism in post-disaster
rehabilitation.

SUBMISSION DEADLINES
The deadlines for submission of abstracts and full
papers are as follows:
Abstract Submission:
Abstract Acceptance:
Full Paper Submission:

29 February 2016
14 March 2016
07 April 2016

Please email abstracts and full papers
submissionsheritagetourism2016@gmail.com.

to

CONTACT DETAILS
For further information on this symposium, please
contact:
Neelam Pradhananga
ICOMOS Nepal
Kathmandu
Nepal
www.icomosnepal.org/heritagetourism
heritagetourism2016@gmail.com

